Dr. David W. White Jr. Memorial Scholarship

Sponsored by the National Optometric Association / Mississippi Chapter
Dr. David W. White Jr. was the first African American Optometrist to practice in the State of Mississippi.  He was born in Hattiesburg, Mississippi on April 21, 1914. He was a Graduate of Talladega College in Talladega, Alabama.  Dr. White also attended Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mississippi. He majored in literature and literary writing. His education was interrupted, when he enlisted in the United States Army where he was selected to serve as a ChaplainAssistant.
 
Dr. White graduated from the Chicago School of Optometry, now known as Illinois College of Optometry. He was licensed to practice optometry on July 11, 1951. Dr. White practiced in Jackson, Mississippi in the Historic Farish Street District for over 50 years. His flair for decorating his office was admired statewide because of its unique decor. At many of the Optometry meetings, Dr. White entertained his fellow colleagues with his musical talent on the piano.  Dr. White served as a mentor to and role model for minority optometrists across the state. As the First African American optometrist in the state, he had to overcome many stumbling blocks. The path he blazed continues to be traveled by the growing number of minority optometrists who practice in our state today.

Scholarship Award:

One (1) $500 cash award will be given to an optometry student who meets the stated criteria.

Criteria:

1)  Is a member of the National Optometric Association Student Association.
2)  Is currently a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year student in good academic standing at his /her 
     respective optometric program (GPA 2.50 or higher).
3)  Be a resident or intends to reside and to practice in the State of Mississippi.











Application
Date: ______________________

Last Name:________________FirstName:_____________________MI________

Current Address:_______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________

PermanentAddress:_____________________________________________________

City, State,Zip:_________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:______________________Email:_________________________

Date of Birth:________________________________

Optometric Institution Currently Attending:_________________________

Year of Graduation:____________________________________________

Does your institution have a NOSA chapter? (Circle One)         Yes                   No

Are you a NOSA Member?                                                          Yes                   No

Student Affairs Officer/ NOSA Advisor:____________________________________

List community service and extracurricular activities:
*____________________________________________________________________
*____________________________________________________________________
*____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(If more space is needed add a separate sheet.)









Please submit:
 
1)  Essay:  A one page, double-spaced essay: 
“How do you see yourself serving humanity as a practicing Optometrist.”

2)  Letters of Recommendations :  Two (2) letters of recommendation from an educator, school administrator, and/or an optometric mentor.

3)  Transcript:  An official transcript from your optometric institution.


Application Deadline: Postmarked by May 1, 2011.


Send completed applications or inquiries to:

Dr. Dewey A. Handy
1815 Hospital Dr., Ste 410
Jackson, MS  39204
Telephone:  (601) 373-0714
Email:  handyeye@bellsouth.net


The recipient of this award will be announced at the NOA-MS chapter’s June meeting.



